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Dear Councillor Rose, 

 

Dulwich Streetspace Review– Residents Association response 

 

I am writing in my capacity as Chair of the Dulwich Village, College Road and Woodyard Lane 

Residents Association, on behalf of the Committee, to set out our response to the above consultation. 

 

Our residents’ association covers residents living on Dulwich Village (road, north and south), College 

Road (north of the A205) and Woodyard Lane. 

 

These streets lie at the heart of the area covered by the measures which have been implemented and 

are thus exposed to their consequences, both intended and unintended. 

 

We have a total membership of 76 residences, out of an estimated number of residences of around 112.  

The residents’ association was formed in November 2019.  Our association is constituted and the 

constitution can be viewed via our website www.duwichra.org.uk 

 

We object to the closure of Dulwich Village junction.  The key grounds for our objection are as 

follows: 

 

- the junction closure has displaced significant amounts of traffic onto our roads and onto neighbouring 

roads, as we repeatedly warned that it would; the timed northbound camera restrictions have served to 

further displace traffic and pollution, and it has become clear that Southwark are engaged in a fruitless 

exercise of trying to chase away the displacement caused by the junction closure 

 

- the lack of permits means that journey times for our residents, and for those who need access to their 

houses, has significantly increased.  In the absence of any improvements to public transport, it has not 

been possible for ‘modal shift’ to occur for the large part of the population for whom cycling is not an 

option.  Therefore, overall journey times have increased and Southwark’s measures have increased our 

collective contribution to Global Climate Change 

 

- the measures have had a very detrimental impact on local businesses, which we all rely on and which 

have suffered greatly from the Covid-19 lockdowns.  Southwark have failed to engage with local 

businesses, and have continued to assert that road closures are good for businesses, in the face of all 

evidence 
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In our view the junction should be re-opened with timed camera access, and residents should be granted 

permits to travel through the various camera restrictions in the area.  Our proposal, which is clearly 

practical, feasible and humane, is set out in the attached letter which we already sent to you (see 

Objection 2). 

 

For your information, we have engaged extensively with our members about the proposed and 

subsequently enacted roads measures.  A non-exhaustive list of meetings and other engagements is 

included in Appendix A. 

 

We have made numerous submissions and proposals to, and attended numerous meetings with, 

Southwark in connection with the roads schemes.   

 

We would like to record Southwark’s failure to respond to any of our letters, or to acknowledge and 

properly consider any of our concerns, ideas and suggestions.  Southwark have taken no interest in 

what we and other residents groups have to say, and seem intent on pushing through a pre-prepared 

plan, regardless of the issues faced by those who have to live with it. 

 

In order to gauge the current views of our membership on the Dulwich Village junction closure, we 

circulated a simply survey which was open for responses in the period 27 June 2021 to 3 July 2021.  

There were 53 responses and the results were as follows: 

 

Make the present junction closure permanent - 19% 

Open the junction with timed camera restrictions during school drop-off and pick-up times, 

weekdays only - 42% 

Open the junction and restore it to the way it was pre-closure with no restrictions - 39% 

 

This result is entirely consistent with our understanding of the views of our residents. 

 

A significant majority – over 80% - do not want the junction closure to be made permanent. 

 

The residents who supported the junction closure referenced the car free space created, and the 

motivation to reduce pollution.  Recognising the issues created for the surrounding roads, one 

resident suggested restrictions could be extended to Norwood Road, Rosendale Road, Croxted Road 

and Lordship Lane.  A number supportive residents feel that residents permits through the 

restrictions should be issued. 

 

The residents who supported re-opening the junction with timed camera restrictions cited the need to 

find a compromise, pressed for permit access, and many suggested that the restrictions should only 

operate during term times. 

 

Residents who wanted the junction re-opened to how it was pre-closure cited the strain on the 

surrounding roads, displaced traffic onto Dulwich Village, slow journey times and traffic build-ups, 

and a general sense that the scheme has failed. 

 

In conclusion, we would be grateful if Southwark would stop relying on wishful thinking and 

obviously flawed consultation processes, listen to the affected residents instead of selfish and 

monomaniacal lobby groups, and re-think what has been done from first principles.  If Southwark 

think that a few minor tweaks to the scheme will satisfy us and other residents’ groups, they are 

mistaken. 

 



Regards 

 

 

Clive Rates 

Chair, Dulwich Village, College Road and Woodyard Lane Residents Association 

 

Enclosed: DVRA objections to the Phase 1 ETOs, 10 December 2021 

  



Appendix A – examples of engagement with our residents, all of which were wholly or 

primarily focussed on the proposed or implemented roads measures in Dulwich Village 

 

- a well-attended General Meeting held on 9 March 2020 

- an e-mail survey conducted in the period 15 March to 23 March 2020 

- a house to house exercise to gather in-person feedback conducted 19 – 21 August 2020 

- a well-attended Annual General Meeting held on 3 November 2020 

- a survey of residents conducted in the period 27 June – 3 July 2021 

- a well-attended General Meeting on 4 July 2021 

 

Appendix B – non-exhaustive list of our submissions to and interactions with Southwark in 

connection with the proposed or implemented roads measures in Dulwich Village 

 

- 29 March 2020, submission regarding the Dulwich Our Healthy Streets Phase 3 consultation, 

requesting that Southwark seek alternatives to closing Dulwich Village junction 

- 15 May 2020, letter to Councillor Livingstone (then Cabinet Member for Environment, Transport 

and the Climate Emergency) asking that Southwark desist from using Covid legislation to close roads 

in Dulwich, pointing out the effect this would have on our and neighbouring roads 

- 15 June 2020, letter to Councillor Livingstone objecting to the proposed closure of the Dulwich 

Village junction 

- 7 October we met with the new Cabinet Member for Leisure, Environment & Roads, Catherine Rose, 

and the new Deputy Cabinet Member for Low Traffic Southwark, Radha Burgess, where we went 

through a detailed presentation outlining the issues with the current scheme and our proposed solution 

- 20 October, we presented to Southwark’s Cabinet Meeting, outlining our proposed solution 

- 10 December 2020, formal objection to the Phase 1 Emergency Traffic Orders in Dulwich Village, 

setting out 5 detailed grounds for objections and an alternative proposal which we felt would 

substantially mitigate the harm caused by Southwark’s actions and could be accepted by the wider 

community 

 


